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Applicant Initiated Interview Request Form 



Application No.: 09/490^448 



Examiner: Kim T. Huvnh 



First Named Applicant Atsushi Nakamura 

Art Unit: _2Ji2 Status of Application: .Ftoal 



Action issued June 2L 2005 
Tentative Participants: 

ftt Applicants' Attv Jack S. Cubert f202-S30-1010) (2) Examiner 



CENTRAL 



(3). 



<4> 



JUL i 



mo 

2005 



Proposed Date of Interview: . 



Proposed Time: . 



(AM/PM) 



Type of Interview Requested: 

(1)1 ] Telephonic (2) [ X J Personal 

Exhibit To Be Shown or Demonstrated: [ ] YES 
If yes, provide brief description: 



(3) I | Video Conference 



Issues To Be Discussed 



Issues 

(ReJ»,Obj., etc) 



Claims/ 
Flg.#s 



Prior 
Art 



JP 9-282263 
JP 9-282263 



(l )disclosed Invention Figs. 28. 33 
(2 1 Rejection 1.18.21.42 
H) Rejection 8, 19. 22. 45 

(4) 

[ X] Continuation Sheet Attached 



Brief Description of Arguments to be Presented: 
See continuation sheets 1-4 



Discussed 

[ ] 

[ ] 

t ] 

[ ] 



Agreed Not Agreed 



[ 1 
[ ] 
[ 1 
[ ] 



[ ] 
( ] 
[ 1 
[ ] 



An interview was conducted on the above-identified application on m 



NOTE: 

This form should be completed by applicant and submitted to the examiner in advance of the interview 
(see MPEP§ 713.01). 

This application will not be delayed from issue because of applicant's failure to submit a written record of 
this interview. Therefore, applicant is advised to file a statement of the substance of this interview (37 
CFR 1. 



ipphcant is advise 

*jJw& 



(Apphcant^plicanf's Representative Signature) (Examiner/SPE Signature) 



"This collection of information * required by 37 CFR 1.133. The mformatioo is required to obtain or retain i benefit by the public which tojofile (and by the 
USFTO to process) an tpptication. Confidentiality ia governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. Tbia collection is estimated to take 2 1 inmates to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, „d submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. TimcjvOl vary d^n* irpcn ^ 
com* on the en^unt of time yon require to complete this form and/or suggestions for "^^^^f- TjS^^^^^ 
US. Patent and Trademark Office, US. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED 
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 2331 3-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1S00-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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Continuation Sheet - 1 

1 . Disclosed Invention 

It is a feature of Claim 1 that a memory in an information processing system stores 

information of a device mountable on the information processing system but not mounted 

thereon in a memory area from which an external device can read the information about the 

device mountable but not mounted using a read command for a specified memory address. 

Claims 18, 21 and 42 have corresponding memory or storage features. With respect to this 

feature, it is disclosed at least from line 2 of page 50 to line 13 of page 51 in the specification 

with respect to Fig. 33 that a connected 1 394 device (an ink jet printer) has a set of optional 

devices (i.e., a print head HC 1 00, scan head SC100, color cartridge CD10, mono cartridge 

MU10, A4 sheet feeder ASF-A4 and A3 sheet reader ASF-A3) that are mountable on the ink jet 

printer (e.g., illustrated in Fig. 28). Information of these optional mountable devices is stored as 

data. Of these mountable devices only print head HC100, color cartridge CU 10 and A3 sheet 

reader ASF-A3 are mounted on the ink jet printer as indicated by key 01 . The scan head SCI 00, 

the mono cartridge MIJ10 and the A4 sheet feeder ASF-A4 are mountable but not mounted as 

indicated by the key 02. Accordingly, information about optional devices already mounted is 

provided as part of the device arrangement and information about optional devices that are 

mountable but not mounted is provided as non-mounted information. Advantageously, option 

information of each device can be obtained so that no database is required. 

It is a feature of Claims 8, 19, 22 and 45 that an acquisition unit acquires information 
about a device that is mountable but not mounted on an external device from a memory area of 
the external device. With respect to this feature, it is shown in Fig. 35 of the drawings and 
disclosed at least at lines 6-12 of page 53 in the specification that a computer reads out 
information indicative of optional devices mountable on a printer and displays the information. 
It is shown in Fig. 34 that information of both optional mountable devices (e.g., print heads, 
scanner heads, ink cartridges, sheet feeders) that are mounted on the printer and optional 
mountable devices not mounted on the printer are displayed. 
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Continuation Sheet -2 
2&3. Rejections 

The Iijima et al. reference (Tokkaihei 282263) discloses a system in which plural 
electronic devices are connected to a communication control bus and communicate control and 
information signals with each other. Iijima et al. may teach a system in which a PC inquires of 
the other devices of the system about node unique IDs and creates a correspondence table of 
node ids and node unique IDs and a further correspondence table of node ids and device 
categories (e.g., VTR, CAM). The PC stores the two correspondence tables and displays a 
system configuration. When a device is added to the system, new information of the added node 
obtained by inquiry is stored. The PC then displays category units as well as changed system 
configuration. 

In contrast to Iijima et al.'s providing only category unit information of a VTR of a CAM 
connected to a PC, the present invention provides information about a print head, ink supply or 
sheet feeder that is mountable but not mounted on an ink jet printer. As a result, Iijima et al. is 
restricted to storing information of unique node IDs and device categories (VTR, CAM) of 
devices from which a correspondence table of node IDs and unique node IDs and a 
correspondence table of unique node IDs and category units are displayed. In order for the 
category unit information of a device to be included in the display, the device must be connected 
to the system. Accordingly, Iijima et al.'s structure only provides unique node ID and category 
unit information about a device that is connected to a system but fails in any way to teach or 
suggest storing information about a device that is mountable but not mounted on an information 
processing apparatus which information can be read out by an external device using a memory 
address specifying read command as in Claims 1, 18, 21 and 42. 
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Continuation Sheet 3 

It is a further feature of Claims 1, 18, 21 and 42 and a feature of Claims 8, 19, 22 and 45 
that the information processing apparatus mountahle but not mounted device has an attachable 
part for attachment to the information processing apparatus and a function assist part that assists 
a function of the information processing apparatus. Iijima et al. only discloses a system in which 
VTRs and CAMs and a PC are connected together in a network. Each of the CAMS and VTRs 
performs its own separate function that is initiated by the PC. In contrast, the mountable but not 
mounted device of Claims 1, 18, 21 and 42 (e.g., optional print head, color ink supply and/or 
sheet feeder) is attached to and assists the function of the information processing system (e.g., a 
connected ink jet printer device) and a user is provided with information of the different device 
options that are available. Accordingly, it is not seen that Iijima et al.'s CAM or VTR which 
perform their own functions in any manner assist the computing and control functions of the PC 
as the ink supply or sheet feeder devices that are mountable but not mounted on a printer have 
attachment parts and parts that assist in the functioning of the printer. 

It is a feature of Claims 8, 19, 22 and 45 that an acquisition unit is configured to acquire 
information about a device that is mountable but not mounted on an external device from a 
memory area of the external device by using a read command sent from a communication 
controller to the external device specifying a memory address. Iijima et al. may teach (0028) 
with respect to Fig. 13 that a PC searches a correspondence table of node unique IDs for and 
finds a device of which a node unique ID structure is not known. Using a response from the 
device, the PC creates a correspondence table of the node ID and the category information. The 
PC then displays the category units as well as the system configuration. Only devices connected 
to the system are in the correspondence tables and only the device category units are displayed. 
There is, however, no disclosure in Iijima et al. concerning optional devices mountable but not 
mounted on the connected devices. Accordingly, Iijima et al. fails in any manner to suggest the 
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Continuation Sheet -4 

feature of acquiring information of a device that is mountable but not mounted on an external 
device from a memory area of the external device as in Claims 8, 19, 22 and 45. 
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